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Chasing Reindeer

Summary:
The Sami people are the only semi-nomadic indigenous 
pastoralists living within the European Union. Twice a year 
this small group of people take part in a massive trek to 
move their herds of reindeer, on which their livelihoods and 
survival depend, between summer and winter pastures. This 
extraordinary movement of people and animals has been the 
subject of several high profile television documentaries, but 
for the most part still remains outside of most people’s world-
view, particularly as there are now less than 2800 Sami who 
continue to live their traditional herding lifestyle. 

Nature’s Light have been offered an extraordinary opportunity 
to create a unique photographic workshop of the annual 
spring migration of the Sami people and their herds. Thanks 
to a partner company in Norway we have managed to secure a 
spot for up to four photographers and an instructor to join the 
Sami, follow the herds and photograph the experience and 
the people involved.    

One of the few subjects that is truly elusive to most 
photographers is the opportunity to test their skills on a 
documentary project.  The ‘Chasing Reindeers’ photographic 
workshop is a special opportunity to broaden photographic 
knowledge while in a true ‘other-world’ experience. 

There are numerous photographic workshops where 
photographers are offered a touristic view of people in a 
carefully crafted environment. Dozens of photographers are 
then offered a scripted image situation. This is different. 
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Composing The DunesChasing ReindeerChasing Reindeer

Unlike the other workshops, participants on the ‘Chasing 
Reindeer’ workshop will literally live with the herders for 5 nights 
as they move their herds. The unrivaled access provides an 
amazing opportunity to learn about another culture and people, 
be completely absorbed into it, and have the time to be able to 
craft beautiful imagery. 

For the photographic aspect, a professional photographic 
instructor accompanies you on the workshop in order to 
teach techniques and skills around on-location portraiture and 
lighting, along with how to craft a story through your images 
and work through documentary photographic skills. 

Of course the workshop happens to take place in a beautiful part 
of the world, where you have isolated access to the phenomenal 

beauty of the arctic tundra. Apart from the reindeer herds and 
the Sami themselves, there are opportunities to photograph 
the snow topped wilderness around you. Extended golden 
hour times contribute to the otherworldly beauty of the area as 
we follow the reindeer. 

The experience is limited to a handful of people every year. 
Living in a traditional lavvu tent, sleeping around an open fire 
and experiencing life from the vantage point of a completely 
different culture is a privilege that few of us get to have. This is 
such an opportunity!
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Reasons to Join Us: 
Apart from the fact that this is a unique experience and true 
adventure of a lifetime, Nature’s Light Workshops offer one of the 
best (if not the best), instructor to participant ratios in the world. 
This workshop is capped at 4 participants so that there is ample 
opportunity for photographers to capture imagery without having 
other people in the way. This small number also ensures that the 
instructor is able to have true one to one photographic teaching 
with the participants. 

Nature’s Light is proud to team up with a unique Norwegian 
Company that has partnered us with the Sami people themselves. 
The vast bulk of the fee for the workshop goes directly to the 
families who host us during the workshop. Allowing us to be their 
guests contributes directly to the sustainability of their livelihoods 
and culture.  

Of all the workshops we run, this has to be one of the most exciting 
for it allows participants to literally explore a different culture in 
an environment that has molded and shaped that culture in a 
unique way. If you have ever wondered what being a documentary 
photographer must be like, this offers a real-world glimpse. On top 
of this it promises a once in a lifetime experience that is different 
to anything else out there.   
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Learn About: 

• The Sami People and their traditions

• Photography of people on location

• Advanced portrait techniques in the field

• On location lighting 

• Story-telling through imagery

Enjoy: 

• Experiencing the Arctic Tundra in Spring

• Following the reindeer herds on snowmobiles and sleds

• Sami food and ways of living 

• Slowing down and focusing on the moment!
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About us, description of Tour leader:

Emil von Maltitz is an internationally recognized South African 
landscape photographer and member of the International 
Environmental Photographers Association. He has been involved 
in photography for the better part of the last two decades. More 
applicable to this particular workshop is Emil’s past career working 
as an anthrolpologist - which he pursued basically to exactly what 
this workshop promises - photographing and understanding 
other people in their home environments. 

For the moment the workshop instructor hasn’t been decided on 
(due to other workshop commitments), so the group will either 
be instructed by Chris or Emil.

Christopher Allan (or just plain Chris) is an experienced photo 
nut! His passion for photography shines through in every shoot he 
is involved with (and he is involved with a lot). From shooting for 
the Survivor TV show, fashion shoots at the foot of a giant waterfall 
in Lesotho and industrial photographs in Zambia and Equatorial 
Guinea, he is the consumate photographic raconteur. 

Chris’s roots are in photo-journalism with a degree from Rhodes 
University. He spent several years as an editor at Gallo Images 
(a stock imagery subsidiary of Getty Images) and has travelled 
extensively photographing in far flung parts of Africa and Asia 
for project work and stock imagery. His experience in on-location 
shooting will be invaluable on this workshop. 
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Itinerary in full:

15th April  

Photographers are to arrive at Alta Airport in the north of Norway 
on one of the morning flights. The group are met at the airport by 
our local guide, one of the herders from the family we will be living 
with for the next four nights. 

From the airport we drive to the current location of the reindeer 
herds - or the nearest we can get before transferring to snowmobiles. 

We spend our first night and the following four, sleeping in a 
traditional lavvu tent by an open fire. 

16th to 19th April 

For this adventure, we don’t have an itinerary as everything 
happens in nature’s speed. The Sami reindeer spring migration is 
a unique tradition in which reindeer move from winter pastures to 
summer pastures. The Sami and the guests joining the migration 
move on snowmobiles while following the reindeer. You sit on a 
sled pulled by a snowmobile. Be prepaid for the bumpy journey! 

This is a slow down experience. There is a saying that the Sami walk 
with the reindeer. The reindeer are semi-domesticated migratory 
animals that Sami people follow. Sometimes the reindeer stock 
can stop in one place for a few days and other times they can 
move faster. You need to be flexible to take the things as they 
happen as the reindeer rule the migration. 

On the migration, you sleep around an open fire with your Sami 
host family in a tent which is set up in different locations while 
migrating further taking equipment, tents, and food to the next 
location. Your Sami host family serve you traditional Sami food. 
You have reindeer meat in different forms, fish, bread, potatoes, 
and Arctic berries. You can try traditional Sami-skiing and ice-
fishing when the reindeer herding duties allow it. 

During the day there are reindeer herding chores that have to 
be completed, and which the group will be able to photograph. 
Additionally there will be opportunities to photograph the Sami 
herders through portraiture sessions (guided by the instructor). 
Due to the fact that we live with the Sami during the workshop 
there will be opportunity to learn location lighting during some of 
these sessions, as well as how to control portrait lighting with the 
use of handheld reflectors. 

On the side there will also potentially be the opportunity to try 
your hand at (and photograph) ice-fishing, sami-skiing, and other 
activities that the Sami rely on during their treks. 

20th April 

The day will begin much like the other herding days, but the group 
will split off from the herd in the mid morning to make their way 
to where they can be picked up for the drive back to Alta Airport. 
Flights must be booked for the late afternoon. 
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Price:
The fee is €3780 for the six day Workshop. The group size is exclusively limited to four photographers with a photographic instructor.  
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What is included:
All accommodation and food while staying 
with the Sami for the duration of the 
workshop

Transfer from and to Alta Airport and the 
location of the reindeer herds

Photographic tuition and guidance 
throughout the workshop
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What to Expect and Bring:
Participants will be sent a more complete packing list along with 
detailed what to expect advise. 

Photography Equipment:

• A digital interchangeable lens camera with sufficient 
memory cards and batteries to last 6 days of shooting (there are 
generators on the trip so batteries can be charged).

• Wide, medium and telephoto lenses - equipment should be 
as ‘travel friendly’ as possible, meaning large telephoto lenses 
are not really required and will be difficult to transport. 

• A good quality travel tripod, preferably one not made of 
plastic. There will be opportunities to photograph the landscape 
and a tripod will be invaluable for this, but it must still be relatively 
packable. 

• An iPad or similar tablet is useful, but not essential for the 
workshop. This can be used to backup images and view them. 
Space constraints make carrying a laptop difficult

Other Equipment:

• Warm Clothing for 6 days of travel on the Arctic Tundra - 
you will be assisted with warm over clothing by the Sami hosts, 
but be prepared for cold days and nights. 

• Packing should be done in easily stowed bags as all travel is 
done on snowmobiles and sleds. 
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